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The Earth Charter is a global declaration of fundamental values and
principles for a sustainable future. It was adopted by the United Nations
General Assembly in 2000 and has since been endorsed by over 100
countries and organizations. The Earth Charter provides a comprehensive
framework for education and the promotion of the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs).

The SDGs are a set of 17 goals adopted by the United Nations in 2015.
They cover a wide range of issues, including poverty, hunger, health,
education, gender equality, climate change, and peace. The Earth Charter
and the SDGs are closely aligned, as both documents share a common
vision of a sustainable and just future for all.
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Earth Charter education is an approach to education that promotes the
values and principles of the Earth Charter. It seeks to empower learners to
become responsible global citizens who are committed to building a more
sustainable and just world.

There are many different ways to integrate Earth Charter education into
educational settings. Some common strategies include:

Using the Earth Charter as a framework for curriculum development

Incorporating Earth Charter values and principles into teaching and
learning materials

Organizing school-wide projects and activities that promote Earth
Charter values

Providing opportunities for students to engage in community service
and environmental projects

Supporting student clubs and organizations that focus on sustainability
and social justice

The Earth Charter and the SDGs

The Earth Charter and the SDGs are closely aligned, as both documents
share a common vision of a sustainable and just future for all. The following
table highlights some of the key connections between the Earth Charter
and the SDGs:



Earth
Charter
Principle SDG

Respect
and care for
the
community
of life

Goal 1:
No
poverty

Goal 2:
Zero
hunger

Goal 3:
Good health
and well-
being

Goal 15: Life
on land

Goal
14: Life
below
water

Ecological
integrity

Goal 6:
Clean
water and
sanitation

Goal 7:
Affordable
and clean
energy

Goal 11:
Sustainable
cities and
communities

Goal 12:
Responsible
consumption
and
production

Goal
13:
Climate
action

Social and
economic
justice

Goal 4:
Quality
education

Goal 5:
Gender
equality

Goal 8:
Decent work
and
economic
growth

Goal 10:
Reduced
inequalities

Democracy,
non-
violence,
and peace

Goal 16:
Peace,
justice and
strong
institutions

Strategies for Integrating Earth Charter Education and the SDGs

There are many different ways to integrate Earth Charter education and the
SDGs into educational settings. Some common strategies include:



Use the Earth Charter as a framework for curriculum
development. The Earth Charter provides a comprehensive
framework for education that can be used to develop curricula in all
subject areas.

Incorporate Earth Charter values and principles into teaching and
learning materials. There are many different ways to incorporate
Earth Charter values and principles into teaching and learning
materials. For example, teachers can use case studies, simulations,
and role-playing games to help students understand the challenges
and opportunities associated with building a more sustainable and just
world.

Organize school-wide projects and activities that promote Earth
Charter values. School-wide projects and activities can be a great
way to promote Earth Charter values and engage students in
sustainability and social justice issues. For example, schools can
organize community cleanup days, plant trees, or host guest speakers
from local environmental organizations.

Provide opportunities for students to engage in community
service and environmental projects. Community service and
environmental projects can provide students with hands-on experience
in applying Earth Charter values and principles. For example, students
can volunteer at a local food bank, clean up a local park, or participate
in a community garden.

Support student clubs and organizations that focus on
sustainability and social justice. Student clubs and organizations
can provide students with a supportive environment to explore their
interests in sustainability and social justice. For example, schools can



support clubs that focus on environmental activism, social justice
advocacy, or peacebuilding.

Earth Charter education and the SDGs are two important initiatives that can
help us create a more sustainable and just future for all. By integrating
these two initiatives into educational settings, we can empower learners to
become responsible global citizens who are committed to building a better
world.
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