
Bringing Insider Perspectives Into Inclusive
Teacher Learning
Inclusive education is a process of ensuring that all students have access
to and can fully participate in education. This means creating learning
environments that are welcoming, supportive, and respectful of all students,
regardless of their abilities, disabilities, or other marginalized identities.

Teacher learning is essential for creating inclusive educational
environments. Teachers need to have the knowledge, skills, and
dispositions to meet the needs of all students. This includes understanding
the experiences and perspectives of students from marginalized groups.

Insider perspectives are the perspectives of people who have lived
experience with disability or other marginalized identities. These
perspectives are essential for creating truly inclusive educational
environments. They can help teachers to understand the barriers that
students with disabilities face and to develop strategies for overcoming
these barriers.
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Insider perspectives are important for inclusive teacher learning for a
number of reasons. First, they provide teachers with a deeper
understanding of the experiences and challenges faced by students with
disabilities. This understanding can help teachers to develop more effective
instructional strategies and to create more supportive learning
environments.

Second, insider perspectives can help teachers to challenge their own
biases and assumptions about students with disabilities. These biases and
assumptions can often lead to discrimination and exclusion. By hearing
from people with lived experience, teachers can learn to see students with
disabilities as individuals with unique strengths and needs.

Third, insider perspectives can help teachers to develop a more inclusive
classroom culture. When students see that their teachers are valuing and
respecting the perspectives of people with disabilities, they are more likely
to do the same. This can create a more welcoming and supportive learning
environment for all students.

There are many ways that insider perspectives can be used to inform
teacher learning. Here are a few examples:

Autobiographies and memoirs: Autobiographies and memoirs
written by people with disabilities can provide teachers with a firsthand
account of the challenges and triumphs of living with a disability. These
books can help teachers to understand the unique experiences of
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students with disabilities and to develop more empathy for their
students.

Guest speakers: Inviting people with disabilities to speak to your class
can be a powerful way to give students the opportunity to hear from
people with lived experience. Guest speakers can share their stories,
answer questions, and provide insights into the challenges and
successes of living with a disability.

Collaborative research: Partnering with researchers with disabilities
can help teachers to learn about the latest research on disability and to
develop more effective instructional strategies. Collaborative research
can also help to build relationships between teachers and people with
disabilities and to create a more inclusive educational community.

Professional development: There are a number of professional
development opportunities available that focus on inclusive education
and the importance of insider perspectives. These opportunities can
help teachers to learn more about the experiences of students with
disabilities and to develop more effective instructional strategies.

Bringing insider perspectives into inclusive teacher learning is essential for
creating truly inclusive educational environments. Insider perspectives can
help teachers to understand the experiences and challenges faced by
students with disabilities, to challenge their own biases and assumptions,
and to develop more inclusive classroom cultures. There are many ways to
incorporate insider perspectives into teacher learning, such as through
autobiographies, memoirs, guest speakers, collaborative research, and
professional development. By valuing and respecting the perspectives of
people with disabilities, teachers can create more welcoming, supportive,
and inclusive learning environments for all students.
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